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CONFIDENTIAL OSLO 1232 

E.O. 11652: GDS, 

TAGS: PARM, NATO, SALT, MBFR, NO 

SUBJECT: RB/ER: STORTING FOREIGN AFFAIRS COMMITTEE REPORT 
REFS: (A) OSLO 0614 (NOTAL) (B) USNATO 01899 

1 . ON MARCH 5, THE NORWEGIAN STORTING'S FOREIGN AFFAIRS 
COMMITTEE RELEASED ITS ANNUAL REPORT ON NORWEGIAN DISARMAMENT 
POLICY. THE REPORT STATES, INTER ALIA, THAT NORWAY CAN CONTRIBUTE 
TO POLITICAL INITIATIVES TO PREVENT THE FURTHER DEVELOPMENT 

AND SPREAD OF WEAPONS LIKE THE NEUTRON BOMB AND THE SOVIET 
MEDIUM DISTANCE ROCKETS. THE REPORT WAS APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY BY 
THE COMMITTEE. 

2. COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN AND LABOR PARTY CHAIRMAN REIULF STEEN 
COMMENTED AFTER THE REPORT WAS RELEASED THAT THE TIME 
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HAS COME FOR NORWAY TO TAKE CONCRETE STEPS TO HASTEN INTERNATIONAL 

NEGOTIATIONS WHICH CAN PREVENT THE US NEUTRON BOMB FROM 

BEING DEVELOPED AND DEPLOYED. STEEN, FOR EXAMPLE, WHO HAS 

ALREADY DEVELOPED HIGH EXPECTATIONS CONCERNING THE UN'S 

SSOD, IS NOW TALKING ABOUT THE POSSIBILITY OF ANTI-RB/ER 

MOVES AT MAY'S SPECIAL SESSION OF UNGA. 
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3. KAI LIE, MFA DIRECTOR FOR ARMS CONTROL AND DISARMAMENT, 

TOLD EMBOFF IN LAST FEW DAYS THAT NORWEGIAN REPLY TO 
BREZHNEV LETTER WOULD BE SENT FORTH IN THE NEXT TWO 
WEEKS, AND THAT THE REPLY WOULD BE ALONG THE LINES OF THE 
DANISH RESPONSE (REF B). LIKE THE DANES, THE NORWEGIANS 
WOULD RE-EMPHASIZE (A) NORWEGIAN POLICY ON PLACING NUCLEAR 
WEAPONS ON NORWEGIAN SOIL IN PEACETIME; (B) A DESIRE TO HALT 
THE SPIRALING ARMS RACE; AND (C) THE DEFENSIVE NATURE OF 

THE NATO ALLIANCE. 

4. IUDGING FROM EDITORIAL COMMENT IN LEADING NEWSPAPERS 
HERE, ALL OF THE POLITICAL PARTIES SHARE THE SENTIMENTS 
ABOUT RB/ER EXPRESSED IN THE STORTING FOREIGN AFFAIRS 
COMMITTEE REPORT ON DISARMAMENT. IN THE LAST WEEK, OSLO 
DAILY "DAGBLADET", GENERALLY SUPPORTIVE OF THE SMALL 
LIBERAL PARTY, SUGGESTED EDITORIALLY THAT PM NORDLI SHOULD 
REPLY TO BREZHNEV THAT NORWAY WILL RECOMMEND THAT RB/ER 
NOT BE PRODUCED AND NOT BE STATIONED IN EUROPE. "VAARTLAND", 
CHRISTIAN PEOPLES’ PARTY DAILY, URGED PRESIDENT CARTER TO 
STOP ALL DEVELOPMENT WORK ON RB/ER. SIMILAR COMMENTS 
WERE MADE EARLIER IN OSLO'S OTHER LEADING NEWSPAPERS 

(REF A). 

5. COMMENT: THE GON'S STRATEGY FOR DEALING WITH THE RB/ER WEAPON 
HAS BEEN BASED ON TWO POINTS: FIRST, THAT NORWAY WOULD 

AVOID BEING ISOLATED FROM HER ALLIES ON THE ISSUE, NOT 
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TAKING THE LEAD NOR BEING FAR BEHIND THEM IN THEIR ATTITUDE 
TOWARD THE WEAPON; AND SECOND, THAT THE ALLIANCE AND THE 
US WOULD REACH A DECISION ON THE WEAPON BEFORE LOCAL 
POLITICAL PRESSURES BECAME SO STRONG THAT THE GOVERNMENT 
HAD TO ABANDON ITS MODERATELY POSITIVE ATTITUDE ON THE 
RB/ER. AS WE READ THE SITUATION, DEVELOPMENTS IN THE PAST 
TWO WEEKS HAVE BEGUN TO UNDERMINE THIS STRATEGY. THE 
DUTCH PARLIAMENTARY DECISION ON THE WEAPON HAS CALLED INTO 
QUESTION ALLIANCE COHESION ON THE ISSUE, WHICH AT ONCE 

MAKES IT HARDER FOR OUR FRIENDS INSIDE THE GON TO HOLD 
TO THEIR MODERATE POSITION WHILE ALSO INSPRING THE 
WEAPON'S OPPONENTS ON THE OUTSIDE TO STEP UP THEIR 
ANTI-RB/ER CAMPAIGN. THERE ARE INDICATIONS THAT A DOMESTIC 
POLITICAL CONSENSUS IS DEVELOPING WHICH COULD SHIFT THE GON 
AWAY FROM ITS EARLIER STANCE, DESPITE THAT FACT THAT 
EVERYONE UNDERSTANDS THAT THE WEAPONS WOULD NOT BE DEPLOYED 
IN NORWAY. AT A MINIMUM, THE GON'S IOB WILL BE MORE 
DELICATE IF AND WHEN THE US SHOULD DECIDE TO GO AHEAD 
WITH THE WEAPON. 

LERNER 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: DISARMAMENT, SALT (ARMS CONTROL), COMMITTEES 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 13 mar 1978 
Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978OSLO01232 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D7801 12-0453 
Format: TEL 
From: OSLO 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t19780375/aaaaclwg.tel 

Line Count: 115 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 

Message ID: f04874c8-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 

Office: ACTION EUR 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 

Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 78 OSLO 614, 78 USNATO 1899 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 12 may 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 3352526 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: RB/ER: STORTING FOREIGN AFFAIRS COMMITTEE REPORT 
TAGS: PARM, NO, NATO, MBFR 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/f04874c8-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



